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2007 Tournament Report

Senior Davis Cup
Our Men’s team finished a commendable fifth out of eight teams in the Davis Cup Americas Zone Group III which was held in Guatemala City, Guatemala in mid June 2007.
Having been promoted from Group IV in 2006, they were unlucky not to be in the running for promotion again, losing out to the Bahamas and Guatemala in the Pool stages being narrowly beaten in several closely contested three set matches.

Captain Kevin Yarde reported that the team of Haydn Lewis, Michael Date, Russell Moseley and Akil Burgess initially found it difficult to adjust to the damp conditions and clay courts, losing to Guatemala 0-3 in the first match. However, they then bounced back to beat Haiti 3-0, before losing to the Bahamas 1-2, leaving them in third place in Pool A.
In the Playoffs for 5th to 8th places, the players found their touch again beating Panama 3-0, but were forced to default the dead rubber against Costa Rica due to travel commitments caused by more rain delays.

Many thanks to Sandy Lane Hotel for court practice time and for their support.

The team is now ranked 104th in the current world rankings and will play again in Group III in 2008.
Pan Am Games

Haydn Lewis and Michael Date have just flown back into the island after representing Barbados in the Pan Am Games in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and came up against tough opponents in their singles draws. However, they are excited about returning home to showcase their tennis, sharpened by some serious international competition from across the Americas.
Senior Federation Cup
After many years not participating in the event, our Federation Cup team of young ladies - Alyssa Fuentes, Kristen and Gabby Lopez played in Americas Zone Group II in Uruguay in April 2007.
The girls put up a good fight but sadly ended up in last position in the group. We hope that their results at the event will not deter them, and that they will have gained great experience participating against stronger and steadier international opponents. We will therefore be looking for an improved position in 2008.
Thanks again to Sandy Lane Hotel for providing shirts for the team members. 
Junior Davis and Federation Cup 

Our Junior Davis Cup and Federation Cup teams played in the pre-qualifying events in El Salvador in March 2007.

In only their second year in the competition, the Boys’ team of Seanon Williams, Darian King and Renaldo Gibson just missed out on the semi-finals and came 5th out of 14 teams.
In their first year in the event, the Girls’ team of Alyssa Fuentes, Gabriella Lopez and Ashley Frost came 9th out of 11 teams.
Well done to both teams on their performances and thanks also to Alexine Marshall for providing shirts for the boy’s team.
Full results from all the above competitions plus other news can be found by following the links at our new improved website www.tennisbarbados.org
National Tennis Centre - Improvements

One of the main goals of the BTA is the provision of top class facilities at the National Tennis Centre at Wildey. 

You may have noticed that the facilities, which comprise four hard courts and club house located within the confines of the Garfield Sobers Sports Complex, are currently being upgraded.
We have received quotations for the repairs and flood lighting projects, however our funds are limited. We are therefore seeking additional private and corporate donations/sponsorship to assist with the costs and to ensure that the upgrades can be completed as soon as possible. 

Should members, their companies or other benevolent persons be willing to support our endeavors, we would be most appreciative of your assistance. 
For our part we will acknowledge those corporate sponsors who donate a minimum of $1,000 by offering advertising opportunities at the Tennis Centre for a period of up to eighteen months. 

Our target to complete the current project is $100,000.

Please do not hesitate to contact Councillor Patricia Murray at 268-6295 or our treasurer Helen Roper at 423-1272 if you feel you will be able to assist.
Many thanks to all those companies and individuals, who have already contributed to this venture.

Upcoming Tournaments

Nationals

Please make a note in your diaries that the National Tennis Championships are scheduled to take place at the Tennis Centre as follows: 

September 1 - 8, 2007 - Junior events
September 8 - 17, 2007 - Senior/Super senior events
September 15 - 28, 2007 - Open events
 

Entry forms will be available at the NTC and posted on our website during August.
 

First Caribbean ITF Junior Group IV 
This year’s event will be held from October 15-21, 2007.
Entry forms will be available at the NTC and posted on our website shortly.
Inter-Club
An over 45’s Inter-club tournament is being planned to take place the end of August. Details will be posted on our website when finalised.
National Tennis Centre Information
Opening hours continue to be as follows:

Monday to Friday – 2.30pm – 9.00pm

Saturday              – 7.00am – 6.00pm

Sunday                - see below

Court Rental fees: (subject to change)
Without Lights 
       $8 per hour for Members
$16 per hour for non-Members

With Lights              $16 per hour for Members

                                $24 per hour for non-Members

For court bookings, please call Julian Baird at the National Tennis Centre tel # 427-5300 or 427-5298. Sunday bookings must be made by 2.00pm on Saturdays.

Please also contact Julian or Kevin regarding coaching sessions, racquet re-stringing etc at the National Tennis Centre.
Membership Fees
We are still looking for new members!
Membership fees are as follows:

Juniors – 18 & under 
one time entrance fee - $20




Annual membership fee - $20

Adults –   over 18 
one time entrance fee - $40




Annual membership fee - $50

Membership forms are available from Julian at the NTC or from the Association’s website – www.tennisbarbados.org.

Please note that all juniors must be current paid-up members to play in tournaments run by the Association.

We also welcome any seniors still not members and interested in supporting the Association to join up too. Members booking courts at Member’s rates (see above) are encouraged to ensure their partners/opponents are/or become members!
Fundraising events
Bingo – A fund-raising Bingo session will take place in October at the Sherbourne Centre - tickets will be on sale nearer the confirmed date.
Other news 
A team from the “International Club of the UK” will be visiting Barbados during October – more information will be posted on the website in due course.
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